Evaluating your research

Let’s talk CRAAP is it any

good?




If you want to make an
apple pie from scratch, you
must first invent the
universe.

Carl Sagan



IS IT ANY GOOD — THE CRAAP TEST

Purpose Relevance
Credible
source

- Once you have found the information
itis important to evaluate it so that

you can keep what’s best. You need

to think critically about the sources

you find and not accept them at face
value. You can use something called
the CRAAP test to assess information
for the following: -
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Ask yourself the following questlonsw

Currency - Consider the date?

Relevancy - Is it for a general
audience or a specialist group?

Authority - Is the author a
specialist in the field?

Accuracy - Is the information
accurate?

Purpose - Was it written to
persuade or inform?




Currency
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Currency
* Ask yourself the following questions:

Consider the date?

When was it published?

When was it written?

Does it have a date on it?

How important is it that you have up to date information?



Relevancy

Relevancy

« Ask yourself the following
questions:

* Does it fit your purpose

* Will your argument be stronger if
you include this?

* Don’t be tempted to use/reference 3o
all the sources you find i

« What’s the best source that makes
a point?



Authority

Authority
Ask yourself the following questions:

Who has written the piece?
Do you trust them?

Have you searched for their background
via Google/Research
Gate/Twitter/University Page etc.

Where was it published? Who were the
audience?

Was it funded by a
company/government/individual

SOCIETY

Inspiring Social Change

‘The Joseph Rowntree Foundation is an independent social change organisation working

to solve UK poverty.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nrssl1/

episodes/downloads
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https://www.researchgate.net/

& > C @ researchgate.net

ResearchGate

Discover scientific
knowledge and stay
connected to the world
of science
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Research Gate or https://www.researchgate.net/
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Accuracy

FTHE WHOLE W( lll KNOWS THE Hul JCAUST HAPPENE]
SHE NEEDS TO PROVE 11

DENIA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yH7ktvUWaYo
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> David Irving — Holocaust Denier

* In his works, he argued that Adolf
— Hitler did not know of the
- o extermination of Jews or, if he did,

WikieepiA  David Irving

The Free Encyclopedia

[
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia e 0 0 S e '
- °
Main page For other uses. see David Irving (disambiguation)

David John Cawdell Irving (bom 24 March 1938) is an English author and Ho!
Destrue

2Thss 1s a good artick

Follow the link for more inforr

aust cenierl” who has written on the military and political history of Workd War Ii, with a focus on Nazi Gef
jon of Dresden (1963), Hitier's War (1977), Churchil's War (1987) and Goebbeis: Maslermind of the Third Reich (1996). In his works, he argued that Adolf Hitier did not know of the ext
opposed it 2! Though Irving's revisionist views of World War Il were never taken seriously by mainstream historians, he was once
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Accuracy

Accuracy
» Ask yourself the following questions:

Is the information correct?

* Are the sources cited ?

« Check with another source

* Check the details/ cross check

* Where does the data come from? . @g;‘-
* Try and find the original report p ..
- If itis a controversial argument it still may be worth 5 '

including



Conservatives criticized for rebranding
their Twitter Site during election campaign

#& Irish Politics International Voices Family Culture Business Brexit My Feed

: O factcheckUK
FROM CCHQ
Conservative Party criticised over 'misleading'
re-brand of Twitter account to bogus factcheck @
age
p g factcheckUK @
The fake account ‘proved’ and ‘debunked’ several claims during the debate

f © 10,033 View MY S f Share 49 o Tweet 24 Email
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factcheckUK @
‘:z FACT

A screengrab of the @ CCHQPress rebrand during the debate

A number of factchecking outlets criticised the re-brand while the debate was ongoing.

Johnson and Corbyn face off during this evening's debate

Metro, November 19th, 2019
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Purpose

* Ask yourself the following questions:

Why does this information exist?

Is it trying to sell you something?
Persuade?

Give opinion?

Support a theory or clinical research? i
* Once you know that you can decide ‘
how to use the material Pt




https://Iwww.theguardian.com/comm
entisfree/2020/feb/05/gp-anti-
vaxxers-mmr-vaccine-measles

345 68

AsaGP, I don't get angry with anti-vaxxers,
[ just give them the facts
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It's personal...
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2019 saw a huge rise in measles
cases in the US

Why?

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRrAPKOhHLO



https://uk.linkedin.com/in/alex-zarifeh-275b81b5

 One example -

 Andrew Wakefield a
respected researcher
published a paper in the
Lancet

1998 claiming there was
a link between autism
and childhood vaccines.

Top 10 most highly cited
retracted papers

Ever curious which retracted papers have been most cired by other
scientists? Below, we present the list of the 10 most highly cited
retractions as of October 2018, Readers will see some familiar entries,
such as the infamous Lancet paper by Andrew Wakefield that originally
suggested a link berween aurism and c-lnlulhn-':f.l vaccines. You'll note thar
many papers — including the #2 most cited paper — received more
citations aftrer they were retracted, which research has shown is an

ongoing problem

Although just missing out on the top ten and coming in at number 11
with 605 citing articles - this article 1s also designated as a “Highly Cited
Paper”™ by Clarivate Analytics’ Web of Science, meaning it was ranked in
the top one percent of all papers in its subject field in the last 10

SITess response (o ROS. NATURE July 14, 2011 hy Lakshma Raj. Takao
Ide, Adin U. Gurkar, Michael Foley, Monica Schenone, Xiaovu Li, Nicola |
Tolliday. Todd R. Golub., Steven A, Carr; Alykhan F. Shamp. Andrew M.

Stern, Anna Mandinova, Stuart L, Schreiber, Sam W. Lee)




Retraction Watch

Tratkmg retractions as a window
into the scientific process

PAGES

Help us: Here’s some of what
we're working on

How you can support Retraction
Watch

Meet the Retraction Watch staff
About Adam Marcus
About Ivan Oransky

Privacy policy

Retraction Watch Database User
Guide
Retraction Watch Database

User Guide Appendix A: Fields

Retraction Watch Database
User Guide Appendix B:
Reasons

Total recall: Brazilian journal
issues “total retraction” of
plagiarized paper

Cl

We've seen partial retractions, and retract-and-replacements, but here’s
a first (cue timpanis): The Total Retraction.

A Brazilian journal has pulled a 2018 paper on food security for
plagiarism — at least, that's what really happened; the stated reasons are
a bit sauced up.

* https://retractionwatch.com/



C 2009, old and not recently updated

Top Mar

[R very relevant as one of my paragraphs will be
about this
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A authors are part of a research team in London
-
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A other papers found echo these ideas
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P to contribute to academic researchand make
people aware of the issues single parents face
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BBC:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/cixv13v27
dyt/fake-news

Research gate : https://www.researchgate.net/

CBS: https://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/dont-
get-fooled-by-these-fake-news-sites/

Retraction Watch: https://retractionwatch.com/

Google Scholar: https://scholar.google.co.uk/




More or
Less: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02
nrssl/episodes/downloads

The Media Show
. https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00dv9hq/episodes/downloads

Iside Science: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nrssl/episodes/downloads

All in the Mind: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006gxx9
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