
Evaluating your research 
 

Let’s talk CRAAP is it any 
good?  



If  you want to make an 
apple pie from scratch, you 
must first invent the 
universe. 

        Carl Sagan 

       



IS IT ANY GOOD – THE CRAAP TEST 

• Once you have found the information 
it is important to evaluate it so that 
you can keep what’s best.  You need 
to think critically about the sources 
you find and not accept them at face 
value.  You can use something called 
the CRAAP test to assess information 
for the following: 



CRAAP   

 

 

 

• Ask yourself  the following questions: 

 

•  Currency - Consider the date? 

•  Relevancy - Is it for a general 
audience or a specialist group? 

•  Authority - Is the author a 
specialist in the field? 

•  Accuracy - Is the information 
accurate?  

•  Purpose - Was it written to 
persuade or inform? 



Currency 

 

 

Currency 

• Ask yourself  the following questions: 

 

•  Consider the date? 

•  When was it published? 

• When was it written? 

•  Does it have a date on it?  

• How important is it that you have up to date information?  
 



Relevancy  

 

Relevancy 

• Ask yourself  the following 
questions: 

 

•  Does it fit your purpose  

• Will your argument be stronger if  
you include this?  

• Don’t be tempted to use/reference 
all the sources you find  

• What’s the best source that makes 
a point?  

 



Authority 
 

 

• Authority 

• Ask yourself  the following questions: 

 

•  Who has written the piece?  

• Do you trust them?  

• Have you searched for their background 
via Google/Research 
Gate/Twitter/University Page etc.  

• Where was it published? Who were the 
audience?  

• Was it funded by a 
company/government/individual 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nrss1/

episodes/downloads    ( 1min 29) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nrss1/episodes/downloads
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nrss1/episodes/downloads


Who Are they? 

Research Gate or    https://www.researchgate.net/ 

https://www.researchgate.net/


Who Are they? 

Research Gate or    https://www.researchgate.net/ 

https://www.researchgate.net/


Who Are they? 

 Linked in: 

  https://uk.linkedin.com/in/alex-zarifeh-275b81b5 



Accuracy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yH7ktvUWaYo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yH7ktvUWaYo


Accuracy 

• In his works, he argued that Adolf  
Hitler did not know of  the 
extermination of  Jews or, if  he did, 
he  opposed it. 

 David Irving – Holocaust Denier  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolf_Hitler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolf_Hitler


Accuracy 
 

 

Accuracy 

• Ask yourself  the following questions: 

 

•  Is the information correct? 

• Are the sources cited ? 

• Check with another source 

• Check the details/ cross check   

• Where does the data come from? 

• Try and find the original report 

• If  it is a controversial argument it still may be worth 
including  



Metro, November 19th, 2019 

Conservatives criticized for rebranding 

their Twitter Site during election campaign 



Accuracy 

• Example: Honey recommended 
for oral health?  



Accuracy 

• Example: Honey 
recommended for 
oral health?  



Purpose 
 

Purpose  

• Ask yourself  the following questions: 

 

•  Why does this information exist? 

• Is it trying to sell you something?  

• Persuade? 

• Give opinion? 

• Support a theory or clinical research? 

• Once you know that you can decide 
how to use the material  



https://www.theguardian.com/comm

entisfree/2020/feb/05/gp-anti-

vaxxers-mmr-vaccine-measles 

It's personal..... 



It's personal... 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRrAPKOhHL0 

2019 saw a huge rise in measles 

cases in the US 
 

 

Why?  

https://uk.linkedin.com/in/alex-zarifeh-275b81b5


Retraction watch 

• One example -  

• Andrew Wakefield a 
respected researcher 
published a paper in the 
Lancet 
1998 claiming  there  was 
a link between autism 
and childhood vaccines. 



Retraction watch 

• https://retractionwatch.com/ 



Top Marks  
C 2009, old and not recently updated  

R very relevant as one of  my paragraphs will be 

about this  

A authors are part of  a research team in London 

A other papers found echo  these ideas 

P to contribute to academic researchand make 

people aware of  the issues single parents face 



A good and bad example.. 

• https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Nl5JZVueLkg 



Useful Web sites 

CBS: https://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/dont-

get-fooled-by-these-fake-news-sites/ 

BBC: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/cjxv13v27

dyt/fake-news 

Retraction Watch: https://retractionwatch.com/ 

Google Scholar: https://scholar.google.co.uk/ 

Research gate : https://www.researchgate.net/  



Useful Web sites 

The Media Show 

: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00dv9hq/episodes/downloads 

More or 

Less: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02

nrss1/episodes/downloads 

 All in the Mind: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qxx9  

Iside Science:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nrss1/episodes/downloads 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00dv9hq/episodes/downloads
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nrss1/episodes/downloads
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nrss1/episodes/downloads
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qxx9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nrss1/episodes/downloads

