
YEAR 7 
INFORMATION 

EVENING
Welcome!



Overview of the evening

- Introduction and the week so far with Mr Cooper

- Key messages and Year ahead with Miss Lorenz and 

Mr Beckett

- Literacy with Miss Murphy

- Emotion Coaching – Miss Geillis



Getting the culture right 

◦ Talking to students about being calm and sensible 

around the school

◦Making them aware of our rules and expectations

◦Getting to know them while they get to know us
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iPads
◦Most students now have their iPads. There will be a 

‘mop-up’ session shortly for those who were absent/had 

technical issues

◦ iPads will be used in class and at home

◦Access to iPads at home is restricted at the moment

◦More information will come out to you shortly about the 

use of iPads
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Homework 
◦New way of working – centralised approach. 

◦Aim for greater consistency and clarity.

◦ Trial for Year 7. 

◦Work will be set on Showbie and a copy will be available on 

the school website.

◦ Maximum of one hour per night – published in advance so 

students can plan it around their out of school enrichment.
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Few things to highlight from our 
policies 

◦1) Banned items list

◦2) Maintaining a safe environment 

and culture for our students
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Enrichment 23-24

• Children’s university is used to log students extra-
curricular activities inside and outside of school (year 7s 
will be loaded into the system in the next couple of 
weeks)

• If students log enough hours then they will receive a 
‘mock’ graduation at a local university 

• Latest information can be found on the school website 
under students>enrichment. Including a termly timetable 
of what is being offered.

• Tutors will be administrators to help log in and set / reset 
passwords.



Key Date

◦ ‘Be Ready’ Day – 27th October

◦ Opportunity to meet your child’s tutor 

and review how they have settled into 

life at Arthur Terry

◦ Students not in school, but set work to 

complete at home
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Our assessment schedule at Arthur Terry

This year, we will have three assessment windows where all students across the school 

will sit internal assessments.

Assessment Series 1 Starts week beginning 13th November 2023

Assessment Series 2 Starts week beginning 26th February 2024

Assessment Series 3 Starts week beginning 17th June 2024
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What will this mean for my child?

◦ During each of the assessment windows, your child’s normal timetable will be collapsed.  

They will not follow their normal lesson schedule.

◦ You will receive a personalised assessment timetable for your child detailing the assessment 

timetable.

◦ Students will be sitting assessments across all subjects.

◦ Assessments will vary in their format: some will be sat electronically, for example, whilst others 

will be more traditional written papers

◦ In recognition of the students’ ability to concentrate effectively in exam conditions for 

extended periods of time, the school day will finish at 2:35pm for the assessment week/s.

◦ School leaders have liaised closely with the SEN department to identify students who might 

benefit from additional support, such as small room invigilation, extra time, rest breaks etc.  
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How will my child’s progress be communicated to me?

◦ Data from each assessment window will be published on the following dates:

◦ Assessment Series 1 – 30th November

◦ Assessment Series 2 – 14th March

◦ Assessment Series 3 – 12th July

◦ Feedback Fortnight follows each Assessment Series, allowing students the 

opportunity to implement the detailed feedback from their teacher to consolidate 

their understanding and evidence their progress.

9/20/2023

This is also when we will report home an 

Attitude to Learning score for your child for 

each of their subjects.



Reports

◦ You will receive a written report composed by your childs tutor that will be published on Go4Schools 

once each year.

◦ Subjects will put forwards a score on your childs attitude to learning as well as their progress in that 

subject.

◦ Go4Schools – your tool to see live data of your childs behaviour score as well as their attainment in each 

subject they take.

◦ Contact the school - 'enquires@arthurterry.bham.sch.uk' this will then be forwarded to the relevant 

member of staff.
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Promoting and fostering 

a love of reading so that 

our students become 

lifelong readers with 

curiosity and creativity 

that continues to grow.



Engaging and encouraging 

our students to be lifelong 

readers:





What can I do to foster a culture of 
reading at home?

• Dedicating time at the end of the day to read with your child, using this as an 
opportunity to get them to discuss the book with you.

• Even if you can’t read alongside your child, you could each read the same book 
for 15 minutes a day and then carve out time to discuss this with each other.

• Have conversations with your child about what you are reading. They learn 
through behaviour that is modelled to them.

• Make use of resources available within the community such as Mere Green library, 
book swaps at Renato Lounge, or utilising St Giles Hospice book shop.



Going forward

• You will receive a letter from myself with links to different 
reading resources that you can access with your child. As 
part of this, I will include recommended reads for their age 
group.

• Your child will be sitting a reading test during the first 
assessment week. Once we have collated the data, their 
reading ages will be sent home to you.





W e l l be i ng  i n  t u t o r  t i m e

Sept to Oct – Connect

Creating a sense of belonging 

Nov to Dec – Keep learning

Focusing on our learning habits

Jan to Feb– Give

Self-care and care of others

March to April – Be active

Hobbies, exercise, getting involved

May to July – Take notice

Reflecting, reviewing, planning

Strengths based.

Solution focused.

Normalising 

emotional 

experiences.



Being aware and connecting with our emotions is extremely 
important for positive mental health and wellbeing.



The Hand Model of the Brain.



The downstairs brain (thumb) is like a security guard, scanning the environment for threats 

and reacting by going into protection mode. It takes over the upstairs brain and puts you 

into fight, flight or freeze response. The upstairs brain is not engaged, and you act in the 

moment, struggling to listen to reason, consider consequences or seek solutions.

The downstairs brain also activates your brainstem. This means when it feels threatened, you may feel your 

heart rate and breathing speed up, your face get warmer, and you may experience an aching stomach.

These physical sensations can be overwhelming. Using breathing and grounding techniques can help reduce 

this stress response and begin to re-engage the downstairs and upstairs brain.

Being able to recognise the emotions you are feeling and regulate the intensity of the 

emotional response helps re-engage the upstairs and downstairs brain.

When these area are in communication again, you can reflect on what happened, how you 

acted and the outcomes of your behaviour. It is also time to learn, grow and repair.





Thank You and Goodbye!
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