
YEAR 9
INFORMATION 

EVENING
Welcome!



OVERVIEW 
OF THE 
EVENING

Mr Gavin – The Year Ahead

Mr Gavin – The Options Timeline

Miss Geillis - Emotion Coaching

Mrs Ridley – Be Ready Day

Mrs Ridley – Assessment Weeks

Miss Dubidat - Go 4 Schools

Miss Dubidat – School Website

Miss Dubidat - Social Media



Options 
Timeline
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Details about the options process will be released in 
the spring term.

Students and families will receive information about 
their subjects, and the process.

Information will also be shared via the website.

There will be an in-person information evening 
specifically for parents and students in year 9 –
Thursday the 18th of April.

Options will be selected thereafter, and students 
will begin their option subjects in September 2023.



Detailed 
timeline

Thursday, 14th March

Assessment Week 2 results live to Parents on Go4Schools

Monday, 18th March

Tutors begin 1-to-1 guided options discussion with students

w/c Monday 15th April

Year 9 Assembly this week to explain the options process

Tuesday, 16th April

Year 9 Online Core Subjects Parents Evening – 3.30pm-
6.00pm

Thursday, 18th April

Year 9 Face-to-face Option Subjects Workshop Evening 
4.00pm-6.00pm start

Monday 29th April 2024 OPTION CHOICES DUE IN
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Options FAQ

Core Subjects are :

English Literature

English Language

Mathematics

Combined Science (2 GSCEs)

Religious Studies
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Options FAQ

Option Subjects are :
The majority of students will choose:

- Spanish or French

- Geography or History

Two other options from the list  below. Vocational subjects are in bold:

GCSE Art & Design

GCSE Business or BTEC Level 2 Business Enterprise

GCSE Computer Science

Drama (exam board to be confirmed)

GCSE Design Technology (Product Design) or GCSE Design Technology (Textiles)

GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition

Creative iMedia Cambridge National

BTEC Level 2 Sport

BTEC Level 2 Health & Social Care

Music (exam board to be confirmed)

GCSE Separate Science

10/6/2023



Options 
Timeline
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Details about the options process will be released in 
the spring term.

Students and families will receive information about 
their subjects, and the process.

Information will also be shared via the website.

There will be an in-person information evening 
specifically for parents and students in year 9 –
Thursday the 18th of April.

Options will be selected thereafter, and students 
will begin their option subjects in September 2023.



Wel l be i n g  i n  tu to r  t i me

Nov to Dec – Keep learning
Focusing on our learning habits

Jan to Feb– Give
Self-care and 
care of others

March to April – Be active
Hobbies, exercise, getting 

involved

Strengths based.

Solution focused.

Normalising 
emotional 

experiences.



Being aware and connecting with our emotions is extremely 
important for positive mental health and wellbeing.



The Hand Model of the Brain.



The downstairs brain (thumb) is like a security guard, scanning the environment for threats 
and reacting by going into protection mode. It takes over the upstairs brain and puts you 
into fight, flight or freeze response. The upstairs brain is not engaged, and you act in the 

moment, struggling to listen to reason, consider consequences or seek solutions.

The downstairs brain also activates your brainstem. This means when it feels threatened, you may feel your 
heart rate and breathing speed up, your face get warmer, and you may experience an aching stomach.

These physical sensations can be overwhelming. Using breathing and grounding techniques can help 
reduce this stress response and begin to re-engage the downstairs and upstairs brain.

Being able to recognise the emotions you are feeling and regulate the intensity of the 
emotional response helps re-engage the upstairs and downstairs brain.

When these area are in communication again, you can reflect on what happened, how 
you acted and the outcomes of your behaviour. It is also time to learn, grow and repair.





Key Date

◦ ‘Be Ready’ Day – 27th October

◦ Opportunity to meet your child’s tutor 
and review how they have settled into 
life at Arthur Terry

◦ Students not in school, but set work to 
complete at home
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Our assessment schedule at Arthur Terry

This year, we will have three assessment windows where all students across the school 
will sit internal assessments.

Assessment Series 1 Starts week beginning 13th November 2023

Assessment Series 2 Starts week beginning 26th February 2024

Assessment Series 3 Starts week beginning 17th June 2024
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What will this mean for my child?
◦ During each of the assessment windows, your child’s normal timetable will be collapsed.  

They will not follow their normal lesson schedule.

◦ You will receive a personalised assessment timetable for your child detailing the assessment 
timetable.

◦ Students will be sitting assessments across all subjects.  When not completing assessments, 
students will be revising independently so will need access to revision materials and their 
iPad.

◦ Assessments will vary in their format: some will be sat electronically, for example, whilst others 
will be more traditional written papers

◦ In recognition of the students’ ability to concentrate effectively in exam conditions for 
extended periods of time, the school day will finish at 2:35pm for the assessment week/s.

◦ School leaders have liaised closely with the SEN department to identify students who might 
benefit from additional support, such as small room invigilation, extra time, rest breaks etc.  



How will my child’s progress be communicated to me?

◦ Data from each assessment window will be published on the following dates:

◦ Assessment Series 1 – 30th November
◦ Assessment Series 2 – 14th March
◦ Assessment Series 3 – 12th July

◦ Feedback Fortnight follows each Assessment Series, allowing students the 
opportunity to implement the detailed feedback from their teacher to consolidate 
their understanding and evidence their progress.
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This is also when we will report home an 
Attitude to Learning score for your child for 
each of their subjects.
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Social Media: Instagram 
Oftentimes, students will send/receive inappropriate content via ‘secret’ accounts.

◦ Open Instagram and you’ll be on the dashboard.

◦ Click on the person’s profile picture in the bottom right hand corner, you’ll then be on their profile page.

◦ Next to their Instagram handle/name there’s a little drop-down arrow.

◦ Click on that to switch between as many different accounts that that person has made and is controlling. 
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Social Media: Instagram 
Oftentimes, students will hold inappropriate content (posts/lives/stories) in their archived folders. Once you have deleted a
post/story or finished a live event it will automatically go here. They will stay here until you delete them from the archived 
folder, also.

◦ Go onto the person’s profile page, in the top right hand corner there are three lines. 

◦ Click on that, then click on archive and then you can switch between stories, post and live videos to see all of their previous 
content.
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Social Media: Photos
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◦ Click on the icon and you can see all of the pictures and videos that are saved to that device.

◦ Click on albums on the bottom right corner and scroll to the bottom of the page.

◦ Look for the folders called Hidden and Deleted. These will require the password or the Face ID that unlocks that device, but that can be turned 
on or off. 

◦ Deleted: all deleted photos and videos will go into the deleted folder for first for 30 days before being deleted from the device unless you also 
delete it from the deleted folder.

◦ You can also un-delete pictures from the deleted folder. Then it will go back into your main photo album, and then all you have to do is click 
delete again and it resets it for another 30 days.



Social Media: Snapchat 
◦ When you open up Snapchat, you’ll be on the camera page.

◦ Drag that screen up – click on the middle of the screen and pull up. You will then be able to see every single picture or video 
that’s been taken on that Snapchat account. 

◦ Scroll across to the right, you’ll see a folder called My Eyes Only.
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Social Media: WhatsApp 
◦ Open WhatsApp app to see all existing conversations.

◦ Click and hold on a chat then it will come up with this drop-down menu. 

◦ If you click archive it won’t delete the conversation but it will hide it.

◦ These can be found by pulling down the chat list page twice – one pull reveals the search bar, two pulls reveal the archived 
folder. Click on that to reveal archived chats that you can still send/receive messages.

◦ You can unarchive the chat in exactly the same way. Just click and hold on the chat and click unarchive.
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Have your 
say about 
your child’s 
education
Use the QR code to 
complete the Big Ask 
survey. 
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