
Your 3-Hour Bridging Task: Stepping Up to OCR A Level Religious Studies (Year 1 Focus)
Welcome to A Level Religious Studies! This task is designed to give you a concise, focused preparation for the in-depth studies you'll begin in Year 1. It’s about quickly revisiting key areas of Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics, and Developments in Christian Thought.
Instructions:
· Dedicate about 1 hour to each of the three main parts below.
· Aim for concise answers, focusing on the main idea of each concept.
· Use the suggested online resources for quick clarification if needed, but don't spend too long on in-depth research.
· Bring your completed work to your first A Level Religious Studies lesson.

General Quick Research Resources:
These sites offer good starting points for A Level Religious Studies topics:
· BBC Bitesize (A Level Religious Studies): Great for concise overviews. (www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zhw9srd)
· A Level Philosophy and Religion: Useful for general OCR Religious Studies content. (https://alevelphilosophyandreligion.com/ocr-religious-studies/)
· A Level Philosophy Revision Notes: Specific OCR Religious Studies revision notes. (https://philosophyalevel.com/ocr-religious-studies-revision-notes/)
· Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy (IEP): For quick definitions of philosophical terms and concepts. (www.iep.utm.edu)

Part 1: Philosophy of Religion (Approx. 1 hour)
Key Idea: Moving from what arguments exist to how they're structured and challenged.
1. Arguments for God's Existence:
· Choose one of the following arguments: Cosmological Argument (first cause/contingency) or Teleological Argument (design). Briefly explain its core idea in your own words.
· Identify one simple criticism of the argument you chose (e.g., "who made God?" for Cosmological; "evil in the world" for Teleological).
· Briefly explain the aim of the Ontological Argument (proving God from definition alone).
· Quick Research Tip: Use BBC Bitesize or the A Level Philosophy Revision Notes site for speedy summaries of these arguments.
2. The Problem of Evil:
· Explain the Logical Problem of Evil (the idea that an all-powerful, all-knowing, all-loving God shouldn't coexist with evil).
· Briefly describe one way Christians try to explain evil while keeping God good (e.g., evil is due to human free will, or evil is necessary for spiritual growth).
· Quick Research Tip: Search "Problem of Evil A Level" on your chosen sites.

Part 2: Religion and Ethics (Approx. 1 hour)
Key Idea: Understanding different moral frameworks and applying them.
1. Core Ethical Theories:
· Briefly explain the central guiding principle of Utilitarianism (e.g., "greatest good for the greatest number").
· Briefly explain the central guiding principle of Natural Law (e.g., acting in accordance with human purpose/reason).
· Quick Research Tip: Look up "Utilitarianism explained" or "Natural Law Aquinas" on BBC Bitesize or Ethics Unwrapped.
2. Applied Ethics: Euthanasia:
· Define euthanasia in your own words.
· How might a Utilitarian approach the question of euthanasia? What outcome would they likely favour?
· How might a follower of Natural Law approach euthanasia? What would be their likely conclusion?
· Quick Research Tip: Search "euthanasia ethics A Level" for quick ethical considerations.

Part 3: Developments in Christian Thought (Approx. 1 hour)
Key Idea: Revisiting core Christian beliefs and how Christians understand truth.
1. The Nature of God and Jesus:
· Briefly explain the Christian belief in the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).
· Briefly explain the concept of the Incarnation (God becoming human in Jesus).
· Briefly explain the meaning and importance of the Atonement (Jesus's death making up for sin).
· Quick Research Tip: Look up "Trinity," "Incarnation," "Atonement" on Christian theology websites or Britannica.com.
2. Christian Authority and Faith:
· List three ways Christians might find authority or guidance (e.g., Bible, Tradition, Reason, Religious Experience).
· Briefly explain how the Bible is considered important for Christians.
· Briefly describe the relationship between faith and reason in Christianity (e.g., are they opposing, or can they work together to understand God?).
· Quick Research Tip: Search "Christian sources of authority" or "faith and reason Christianity."

Concluding Thoughts (5-10 minutes)
Take a few minutes to think about:
· What one thing from this task surprised you or made you think differently?
· What are you most looking forward to learning in A Level Religious Studies?


