	
	 A LEVEL LAW SUMMER HOMEWORK



The Nature of Law
· Need to be able to understand the distinction between legal rules and other rules or norms of behaviour
· Need to be able to understand the differences between Criminal and Civil law
· Need to have a basic understanding of the sources of law

Welcome to A-Level Law. This homework is due on the first day back. Please make sure you read the material carefully and answer the questions properly, so that you get a full understanding of this topic. PLEASE READ AND HIGHLIGHT THE TASK. Answers the tasks within the text, answer the end questions, the activity and create a leaflet on the sources of law. 

The Character of a Rule
Most rules in society develop from ‘norms of behaviour’ that is, from the behaviour that the particular society has, over a long period of time, accepted as ‘correct’ or ‘normal’ behaviour’. Example: waiting in a queue at the petrol station or having a glass of wine with a meal. 
List three social norms that you can think of, which affect the way in which we behave as a society. Extra: Try and add a social norm in for a different country. 
·  
·  
·  
·  
Rules exist in many contexts. The term ‘rule’ has been defined by academics Twining and Miers as ‘a general norm, mandating or guiding conduct’. In other words, a rule is something that determines the way in which we behave. This can be either because we submit ourselves to it voluntarily, as would be the case with moral rules, or because it is enforceable in some way, as would be the case with the law. Some are both moral rules and enforceable by law, e.g. murder. Moral rules = cheating on a test. Enforceable by law = texting and driving.
Moral rules result is disapproval from society, whereas enforceable laws come with real consequences. Rules also exist in things like sports or games. 
Rules are generally obeyed for three reasons.
1. Because they carry with them a sense of moral obligation
2. Because the rule is reasonable and relevant
3. Because a penalty may be imposed if the rule is broken. 


Give three examples of different penalties:
·  
·  
·  

LEGAL RULES 
Law is essential in the everyday running of society, without it justice would never be certain and the world would live in chaos. 
Legal rules are enforceable through the justice system, e.g. police, solicitors, barristers and the courts. Criminal law you can face prison for breaking laws, in Civil law you are expected to compensate your victim. (E.g. Pay money.)  
Criminal Law and Civil Law 
Criminal law sets out the types of behaviour which are forbidden, at risk of punishment. A person who commits a crime is said to have offended against the state, so the state can prosecute them. This is why cases look like this R v White. The R stands for Regina, which stands for the Queen. 
Criminal Courts have the right to punish those who break the criminal law. So at the end of the case where the defendant is found guilty, that defendant will be sentenced. The courts have loads of sentences to use. 
TASK: Look at the different types of sentences you can receive for a criminal offence in the UK.







CIVIL LAW
Civil law is about private disputes between individuals or organisations e.g. McDonalds. Places like injury lawyers for you and national accident helpline, deal with civil law claims, e.g. individual injured at work, not by the state. Their company will be liable instead. 
Civil law topics, law of tort, contract law, human rights law, family law, employment law, and company law. Lots of solicitors work within these areas of law. 
Examples of Civil Law are: 
a) A child passenger in a car is injured in a collision. This would be a tort of negligence,
b) A family complains that their health is being affected by the noise and dust from a factory which has been built near their house. This would be a tort of nuisance. 
c) A woman is injured by faulty machinery at work. This would be a tort of negligence, it may also come under employer’s duty under health and safety regulations. 
d) A man complains that a newspaper has written an untrue article about him, which has affected his reputation. This would be a tort of defamation. 
If is likely that you may have never heard of these offences before. This is because they are known as civil offences. They are ‘remedied’ by compensation e.g. money, rather than the use of prison or sentencing in criminal law. 
Examples of Law of Contract are:
a) A family complains that their package holiday did not match what was promised by their tour operator and that they were put into a lower-grade hotel than the one they had paid for. 
b) A woman has brought a new car and discovers the engine is faulty
c) A man who brought a new car on hire purchase has failed to pay instalments due to the hire purchase company.

What is the difference between criminal and civil law?
Purpose of the law  Criminal law is aimed at trying to maintain law and order. So, when a person is found guilty of an offence, that offender will be punished. There is also the I’m of trying to protect society and this is the justification for sending offenders to prison. 
· Civil law upholds the rights of individuals and the courts can order compensation in an effort at putting the parties back to the position they would have been in if there had  not been any breach of the civil law. 
Person stating the case  Criminal cases are taken on behalf of the state, and so there is a crown prosecution service responsible for conducting cases.  The person bringing a case in criminal law is called a prosecutor.
· Civil cases start with the person who has suffered bringing a case against the defendant (the person who caused them harm). The person bringing the claim in a civil case is called a claimant. 
TASK 
Write a definition:
· Prosecutor:
· Claimant 

· Defendant 


· Victim 

Courts
Criminal cases will be tried in either Magistrates Courts or the Crown Court. The Magistrates Courts deal with less serious offences, and Crown Courts deal with serious offences. Cases in a Crown Court are heard by a jury of 12. 
· Civil cases are heard in both the High Court and County Court by a judge, who will listen to the case and decide a verdict on the civil matter. 
Standard of Proof
Investigate what the standard of proof is in a criminal trial and a civil trial. Is there a difference?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TASK 
Three sources of laws are common, statute and custom. Try and find out what each of these is. 
What is Common Law, Statute Law and Custom Law? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1) In which court would a defendant, who has committed minor criminal offence, be dealt with?
A) Crown Court
B) High Court
C) Magistrates Court
D) County Court

2) Which one of the following statements accurately defines the standard of proof required in a civil case?
A) It must be proved beyond all reasonable doubt
B) It must be proved on a balance of probabilities
C) There must be sufficient evidence
D) There is a low standard of proof

3) Using an example from both civil and criminal law to illustrate your answer, explain two differences in the way civil and criminal cases are dealt with in court. 
ACTIVITY 
Read the newspaper article below and say whether it is a criminal or civil case. What specific points or words in the article led you to your decision. 
RIP OFF PLUMBER DANCED JIG OF JOY IN OAPS GARDEN AFTER OVERCHARGING HER £6K
